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stretch of the boy's life the first workings of the sinister influence which afterwards struck so impassably the circle of isolation about the man. Dr. Bransby, however, the parson-teacher, remarked nothing in Edgar Allan, as he was called, except that he was clever, but spoilt by " an extravagant amount of pocket money."1 The village, indeed, was said by Beaumont and Fletcher to be a place "where ale and cakes are plenty;" but the boy's wildest excesses were probably in the same raspberry tarts and ginger beer on which at the Grey Friars a year or two later Olive Newcome dissipated his pocketful of sovereigns. Poe, no doubt, took the fun, the homesickness, and the good things as other boys did; and when, in the June of 1820, he left behind him the old trees and ruinous houses, the mist and fragrance and mould of the drowsy English parish, and returned to Richmond, he was not much different from his mates, except that he made his first trials at verse and kept the manuscripts.
He arrived home with the Allans on August 2, and at once renewed his studies in the English and Classical School of Joseph H. Clarke, who is described as a fiery, pedantic, pompous Irishman from Trinity College, Dublin. Here he read the ordinary classical authors of the old preparatory curriculum, continued his French and capped Latin verses, a pastime of which he is reported to have been fond, He was lacking in diligence and accuracy, but was 1 The Athenceum, No. 2660, p. 497, October 19,1878. to gaz« vnih a
